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Christmas 2025 at HSUMC 
Below are photos that highlight the 2025 Christmas season at High Street UMC….enjoy! 

The combined circles of the United 
Women in Faith gathered for fun, food 
and fellowship at The Village at Woods 
Edge on Monday, December 1 for our 
annual Christmas Party.  Kaye Weaver 
provided the musical entertainment. 
 

On Sunday, December 21, Jennifer 
Stephenson read her “Carter Book” 
during both services. 
 

2025 Christmas Eve service. 

The Mission Team would 
like to thank everyone 
who supported our Angel 
Tree, Tree of Stars, and 
Tree of Warmth during 
the 2025 Advent season. 
The Angel Tree provided 
31 books and pajamas to 
31 at-risk children from 
The Children’s Center 
here in Franklin. The Tree 
of Warmth supplied 
numerous hats, gloves, 
coats, and much more to 
children in need at S.P. 
Morton Elementary, as 
well as adult coats, hats, 
and much more to the 
FCM Clothing Closet. 
You are all a blessing to 
our community! 

HSUMC’s Chancel Choir performed 
their Christmas Cantata on December 15, 
2025. Photo courtesy of Bill Billings. 
 

Several of the youth and parents went 
to Freeman Lights in December 2025. 

Christmas caroling by High 
Street’s Chancel Choir at the 
East Pavilion. 
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40 Days: Lenten Worship Series 
   From February 22 through March 29, our Lenten series, 40 DAYS, invites you into six biblical 
              “forty” seasons—times when God exposes fear, tests faith, and forms trust. We’ll journey from 
Noah and the Flood to Saul’s fear of Goliath, the spies in Canaan, Moses on the mountain, Jesus in the wilderness, and 
Israel’s desert wandering. Each week offers a clear next step for living with courage and faith—whether you feel 
challenged, comforted, or both. Come for one Sunday or all six and let God prepare your heart to receive anew the 
transforming power of Jesus’ resurrection. 

    FROM THE PASTOR….   “Dear children, let us love not with words or speech  

          but with actions and in truth.”  – 1 John 3:18 
 

 February turns our thoughts to love—Valentine’s cards, candy, kind words, warm feelings. Those can be sweet gifts. 
But Scripture presses us deeper: Christian love is more than sentiment. It has hands and feet. John writes to believers 
knowing that “love” can become a slogan—easy to say, hard to live. So he anchors love in action and in truth. Truth 
means our actions line up with what we say we believe—without exaggeration or pretense. And action means love must 
be more than a feeling; it must be concrete, real, and honest.   

Love listens when it would rather lecture. Love serves when it would rather be served. 
Love forgives when it would rather keep score. Love tells the truth with humility instead of hiding behind politeness 
or striking out harshly. Love gives—time, attention, patience, and resources. 

This is Christlike love: the love Jesus shows us, and the love His followers share because Christ first loved us. 
 

So how can we practice “love in action” this month? 
• At home: a sincere apology, a calm tone, a chore quietly completed, putting down the phone to be fully present. 
• At church: greeting someone new, praying with someone burdened, sitting with different folks during Soup for 

Supper or worship.  
• In our community: noticing a need, writing a note of encouragement, showing up to serve. 

 

Some of these practices may be outside your comfort zone. Try one anyway—asking the Spirit to guide you. Remember: 
faithful love is often quiet and consistent, and God uses it more than we can see. 
 

Next Step- Ask yourself, “Who in my world would feel loved this week if I reached out first?” Then do it. Choose one 
repeatable action this month and put it on your calendar. If it helps, pick a lane: 

• Purposeful action: do one concrete act of service. 
• Relational encouragement: speak life to someone who’s weary- or take a step towards making a new friend. 
• Steady care: show up for a person or group consistently. 
• Thoughtful clarity: address one relationship with honesty and gentleness. 

 

Why It Matters- One small, intentional step can connect hearts and habits so our love starts to be more Christlike. Even 
if your loving actions seem small, when practiced faithfully they can have a greater impact than you’ll ever know.  
So this Valentines Day, choose just one repeatable loving action, one that will make a clear difference. And keep doing 
it- again and again.             --Pastor Hank 

This year Ash Wednesday is February 1 th and you have

two worship options  formal daytime or

e periential evening  

C mm  it     t   S r i  - multidenominational  short

worshi  service and a li ht lunch time and location tba

  st    ra        sh      s a   ra  r  ath indoor

self  uided stations featurin   cri ture  music  tactile

 rayer reflection e  eriences and receivin  the ashes 

5 30 6 30 PM arrive anytime and move at your own pace.

Starts in the Sanctuary of High Street UMC.
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 ath ri gs i  FEBRU RY   M RCH 
02 04—Serve   03 03—Joe’s  

02 11—Pino’s  03 10—Fred’s 

02 17—Wydia’s 03 17—El Rancheros 

02 24—The Vine 03 24—Wydia’s 

Grace’s Little Angels - February Newsletter 

        Greetings friends 😊  
 

    United Women in Faith  United Methodist Women  are serving our church and   

   community. The dates for the upcoming meetings are as follows  

 ᴗ MORNING CIRCLE met Monday, January 5 with Jane Riddick-Fries presenting a program on Chair Yoga. The 

December meeting was our Christmas dinner party at The Village at Woods Edge.  The ne t meeting is Monday, 

February 2 at 10 AM. 

 ᴗ EVENING CIRCLE met Monday, November 24 with Margaret Ann Smith giving a program on Franklin 

Cooperative Ministries. The December meeting was a joint meeting with the Morning Circle.  Due to inclement 

weather, Evening Circle was cancelled for January 26th.  February’s meeting will be on Monday, February 23 at 

5 30pm. 

 ᴗ EXECUTIVE BOARD did not meet on January 27th due to inclement weather. Both Evening Circle and E ecutive 

Board plan to meet jointly the first Monday in February we don’t have bad weather. 

 February’s meeting will be on Tuesday, February 24 at 10am. 

The Methodist Marketplace was held on November 15.  
We thank all who participated in any way who contributed to  its success. 
 

Be a Blessing,  
Kath    rr ll, United Women in Faith  UMW  
President 

I can not believe we are already into February!!!  

This month will be filled with many special things. The Angel’s will be learning all  

about… Ground Hog Day, Dinosaurs, Valentine’s Day, Healthy Bodies and Healthy  

Teeth.  They will be learning the letters V,L,D and I and the sounds it makes. The color pink and the shape 

heart this month. February 3rd is 100th day of School. They will have a Valentine’s party February the 13th  

and they will give out their Valentine’s cards to their friends. Our Annual Pizza Fundraiser was January 1st – 

January 16th with delivery date the last week of January. Thank you all who bought pizza. We will be having 

our 3rd Golf Tournament Friday, September 11th. More info will be coming out. Thank you again for letting 

us use this beautiful building to help grow little minds.   

In God’s Love, Jill Th rp , Site Manager 
 
 
 
 

 r  ti gs fr m th  Vitalit  t am! 
 

    The Vitality Team was to participate in the Community Living Nativity on December 17, 

  1 , 19 but it was cancelled due to the high wind and rain. We thank Mike Ponder, Jim Jervey, 

Brent Gayle, Galen Butler, Hank Teague, Mike Wrenn, Kent Stephenson, and Taylor Williams who were 

supposed to be our cast. The organizers hope to have the Community Living Nativity in 2026 but in a 

different location.  
 

Kath    rr ll, Vitality chair 

 
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 hat's N w with th  Missi   T am? 
  
The HSUMC had a very busy December. 
As usual we put up our three Advent Trees 

throughout the church beginning the first Sunday of 
December. The funds raised from the Tr    f Stars goes 
toward local and all other mission needs near and far, 
including our support of the Wings of Caring Aviation 
Ministry in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This 
year a little over $2,000 was given in honor or in memory 
of friends and loved ones on the Tree of Stars. The Tr   
 f  armth was full of gloves, hats, scarves, coats, 
sweaters, socks, sweatshirts, jackets, blankets, and PJs. A 
total of 201 items were sorted, and delivered. Most of the 
children's items went to S.P. Morton Elementary School, 
and the adult items and a few children's items went to the 
Franklin Cooperative Ministry clothing closet. Lastly, our 
  g l Tr   this year provided gifts of pajamas and books 
to 31 at- risk preschoolers and their siblings who are 
receiving services at The Children's Center right here in 
Franklin. The Children's Center staff was thrilled with 
these gifts and very appreciative of the support we 
offered. Thanks to all of you who supported our Advent 
Trees this season. 
Thank you also to so many of you who have financially 
supported the Foodbank Backpack Program for 25 
children at S.P. Morton Elementary School here in 
Franklin. We have already sent a check for $1500 for the 
first half of the school year and will send another check in 
the early spring.  
We are continuing to support The Fra kli  C  p rati   
Mi istr  with their donations for the hygiene and 
household bags that are given periodically to the 
community members who qualify for assistance. For the 
rest of January and all of February, High Street will be 
collecting household surface cleaner, dish liquid, and 
shampoo. Please place your items in the baskets or bo es 
provided in the narthe  or in the hallway near the church. 

Also, just a reminder that we are no longer collecting food 
items for FCM. 
We are planning another "Meals for Shut-ins and others" 
sometime in February. If you know of someone who 
could benefit from a meal for any reason, please contact 
me or any other Mission team member. We have a 
tentative date of February 13th.  
Most of you may remember that every year for the past 5 
or so years, we have sponsored a program called "From 
the Heart of High Street" where we join together and bring 
happiness and love to others in our community. This year 
we are encouraging you to be kind and loving all month 
long, but also to get out there and do a few things that are 
helpful and kind to others. You can do it on behalf of High 
Street, just you, or anonymously. There will be some of 
the pink "From the Heart of High Street" hearts on the 
round table in the narthe  or on the ledge of the office 
window if you want to pick one or more up.  
The Mission Team is sponsoring a new project for 
February this year. We are joining with the Foodbank here 
in Franklin to provide a take-out meal for 150 households 
who are registered shoppers at the Foodbank. Please see 
the article following this one for more information. 
We have other projects coming up and ideas to work on. 
If you have an idea for the Mission team or would like to 
join us, please let me know. We would welcome new 
ideas and members.  
I am so thankful  to a loving and generous church family! 
Blessings to you all! 
 

Thank you,  
R thi       r  757  620-9142 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

District Empowerment Training 
While many were home on Saturday, January 17, beginning to anticipate snowy or icy weather on Sunday, 9 

members, along with Pastor Hank ventured to Crenshaw UMC in Blackstone, Virginia, for a leadership event 

called "Empowerment". There were a variety of classes offered including Youth, Nominations and Leadership, 

Disaster Preparedness, Worship, Finance and Apportionments, Staff Parrish Relations Committee, and Lay 

Servant Ministries. Our members enjoyed listening to presentations and asking questions to further our 

knowledge and understanding of a variety of issues. It was a day filled with 

learning and great fellowship with others in our Living Waters District.   

Those attending included Kathy Worrell,, Ann Spanagel, Susan Dow,  

Cara Butler, James Strozier, Bill Billings, Jackie Wood, Todd Turner,  

Mike Ponder, and Pastor Hank Teague. Listen out for the thoughts we will  

bring back to High Street UMC to share. 
 

                                             Free Meal for Foodbank Shoppers 
  
    On February 12 the Mission team is sponsoring a free take-out meal for 150  
    households who are registered shoppers at the Foodbank here in Franklin. Jane and 
Ted Fries are leading us in this endeavor, and the Mission Team is providing the funds as well as volunteers. There 
will be some opportunities for volunteers to help the day before (Feb.11) as well as the day of (Feb. 12). The prepared 
meals will be handed out from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on February 12. Please be on the lookout for more information on 
how you can volunteer. We do not need monetary donations at this time.      Ruthie Ponder (757) 620-9142 
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Cara and Galen Butler performed 
a duet, accompanied by the   30 
worship service contemporary 
musicians, for the prelude during 
service on Sunday, January 11.  

   Many,  many thanks to those who   
   offered to drive Debbie and Phil Doughtie  
  to Harbor View Surgery Center this past Jan. 
  6th in order to get Debbie safely to her knee 
  surgery and back. With no family members 
in close pro imity, we contacted our church family.  Two 
angels, Jim Jervey and Frank Jester,  selflessly gave up 
their day to be with us, to help us, to comfort us and to 
transport us many miles in much traffic making sure we 
got there and back safely. There are no words to convey 
our gratitude to them and to the entire HSUMC 
congregation and the way they always come through for 
each other and for us with much Christian love. We hope 
to be able to “ pay it forward” in the very near future. 
Sincerely,  hil    ghti  a     bbi  

High Str  t U it   M th  ist Ch r h 

M m rials a   H   rari ms 
                      1/15/2026 

                      I     i g M m r   f  
 

 Mr. Harr  Clift   B tl r, III 

             by  Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Martin   

              

 Mrs.  am M N  l   riffith 

       by  William and Katherine Freeman 

 

 Mrs. J ssi    igh St r    hit  

              by  Kent and Jennifer Stephenson 

             Dr. and Mrs. Mike Ponder 

           Mr. Don Spengeman 

  Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Drake 

          Mr. and Mrs. Walker Gillette 

           Donna S. Claybrook 

           Denise M. Wlodyka 

            Bronco Rod and Gun Club 

           Dillon and Jane Revelle 

  William and Debra Blanks 
 

 Mrs. J ssi    igh St r    hit  

              by  Beth Bryant 

                        Bobby and Renea Porter  

             Mr. John R. Harrup 

             Elizabeth A. Poole and family 

                       Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Medlin, Jr. 

              Carolina Eastern Courtland, LLC 

  Mr. and Mrs. John E. Bryant 
               Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Hunting 

               Gaynelle E. Riddick    
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'B /"5*0/ m 4"563%":4 m F".  

 ll m   ar  i  it   t  

HSUMC  a h  Sat r a  at 

7  M f r a  F3 Nati  .  

  rk  ts ar  as  

i  i i  al as     ar . 

C m  gath r   tsi  , w rk 

  t, ha g   t, a   b il  a 

 ir l   f tr st bas      

faith i  J s s Christ. 

All men are invited to 

Fred’s Restaurant   

every Thursday    

morning at 7am for our 

men's prayer breakfast.  

Contact the church 
office at 

757.562.3367 to 
volunteer your time 

and talents by 
volunteering to greet 

folks coming to 
church on Sundays 
during the   30am 
Worship Service. 

O EN  OOR C FÉ NEE S VO UNTEERS! 

C  ta t   ri Vass r, th  Ch r h Offi  ,  r fill   t 
th  tab       r b ll ti  a   pla   it i  th   ff ri g 

plat  t  a —tha k    ! 

 

 R YER   RRIORS NEE E ! 
 

     The HSUMC Prayer Group needs you! Come join with us 
     as we meet and offer prayers for others, together. There are 
     so many people who need our prayers in today's world.    
Prayer Warriors are needed! The High Street Warriors meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at   30am to offer  prayers for those 
in need in our own church family as well as for those in our 
community, our country, and around the world. There is so much 
need for the embracing love of God today. The HSUMC Prayer 
Group is a good place to join with one another and offer those prayers 
together. If you are interested, you may contact the church office at 
757.562.3367 or hsumc@beldar.com. 

The WAVE at worship service on a recent Sunday morning. Pastor Hank during Children’s message 
during worship. 
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ON INE E TITHIN   N   IVIN  
 

Several HSUMC members are already taking advantage of the easy convenience of online 

E-Tithing and Online Giving—if you have access to online banking, you can set up your 

monthly offering to automatically be sent to High Street UMC. Instead of writing checks, 

just set up the amount, and the date to send it in   making sure to put your name or envelope 

number in the memo line  and your bank takes care of the rest! For your convenience, the 

church’s mailing address is  High Street United Methodist Church, P.O. Bo  21 , Franklin, 

VA  23 51. If you would like to pay offering or pledges by credit or debit card, go to our 

website at  www.highstreetumcva.com and click on the Online Givin  link. Please feel free 

to contact Jennifer in the church office on Mondays and Thursdays,   30am to 12-noon, if 

you have any questions. 

 

 

FR NK IN COO ER TIVE MINISTRY 

FCM is collecting items for their hygiene and  

household bags. Current needs are  

  ish liq i    Shamp         iq i  h  s h l   l a  r 

Donations can be dropped off in marked bo es baskets  

in the narthe  and in the church office.  

Thank you for your support! 

  1 Kathy Worrell 
  2 Hunter Edwards 
  3 Charlie Birdsong 
  3 Riley Oliver 
  4 Joan Powell 
  4 Laurie Phillips 
  4 Tomlin Burgess 
  4 Charlie Hall 
  5 Kathy Best 
  5 Bubba Carter, II 
  6 Anne Williams 
  7 Margaret Lewis 
  7 Debbie Story 
  7 Hank Teague 
    Melissa Jones 
    Caroline Robertson  
    Charlie Robertson 
  9 Ann Gillette 
  9 Kathy Brown 
11 Nancy Hamilton 
11 JoAnne Turner 
11 Paul Shaffer 
12 Becky Jester 
12 Brian Parsons 
13 Wade Councill 
14 Alice Burgess 
14 John Britt, III 
14 Brad Hansford 
14 Harper Bradshaw 
 

14 Paige Parker 
15 Kat McGuire 
15 Izzy McGuire 
16 Lori Carter 
17 Kent Stephenson 
17 Kevin Drake 
17 Alaina Rogers 
1  Josh Turner 
19 Mac Birdsong, III 
20 Anne Hager 
20 Jeb Bradshaw 
20 Dalton Virtue 
21 Owen Gillette 
21 Fran Rankin 
21 Andy Crane 
22 Mark Frohlich 
22 Miles Harris 
23 Cathy Hart 
25 Allen Soucek 
25 H. T. Williams, VI 
27 Mike Ponder 
2  Jessica Lewis 
 

FEBRU RY BIRTH  YS 

 
  Y OR   MBROSE H S MOVE ! 

New address is  
1401 N. High Street Apt 207 

Franklin, VA 23 51 

  TES STI    V I  B E FOR   T R F O ERS  

F br ar  22  Mar h 1  Mar h 8 

 ll  f Ma       J    7, 14, 28  J l  5, 12, 19                  

  ll  f   g st          S pt mb r 6, 13, 27 

O t b r 4, 11          N   mb r 29          mb r 6 

http://www.highstreetumcva.com/
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  Y SCHE U E FOR FEBRU RY 

 
 

 
   l t  

 
Cha   l 

 
Fl w rs 

 
Op      r  

Café 

 
8 30 

 r  t r/Us
h rs 

 
8 30 
 a  

R a  rs 

 
11 00 

 r  t rs 

 
11 00 
 a  

R a  rs 

 
11 00 
Ush rs 

2/1 
Zack 
Duke 

Kathy 
Worrell   Tina 

Bradshaw 
Mike 
Ponder 

Mike & 
Carolyn 
Pollard 

Jim 
Yarborough 

Billy Smith 
Jim Jervey 
Evan Ponder 

2/8 
Tristan 
Gayle 

Kathy 
Worrell 

Kent & 
Jennifer 

Stephenson 

Jim &  
Jane Kay 
Louise 
Blythe 

Colette Hill 

Todd 
Turner 

Colette 
Hill 

Ricky 
Darden & 

Jim 
Yarborough 

Galen Butler 
Billy Smith 
Jim Jervey 
Evan Ponder 

2/15 
Zack 
Duke 

Kathy 
Worrell 

The Jervey 
Family 

 
Margaret & 
Harlan 
Lewis 

Harlan 
Lewis 

Toni Phillips 
Margaret 
Mackan 

Billy Smith 
Jim Jervey 
Evan Ponder 

2/22 
Julia 

Pollard 
Kathy 
Worrell 

  
Jewell 
Martin 

Brent 
Gayle 

Jim Jervey 
Becky 

Moulden 

Billy Smith 
Jim Jervey 
Evan Ponder 

 

H alth Car     ssist    i i g Fa iliti s 
Please remember the members below who need special care at the following facilities, 

and keep them in your thoughts and prayers each week. 

Villag  at     s E g  
(Memory Care) 

1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23 51 

757.562.3100 

Villag  at     s E g  
(Inde endent) 

1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23 51 

757.562.3100 

Ma  r at     s E g  
(Assisted) 

1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23 51 

757.562.3100 

East  a ili   
(Nursin  Home) 
100 Fairview Dr. 

Franklin, VA 23 51  
757.562.3100 

I  H alth ar  
(Not Local) 

 B bb    Na    T r  r  

Apt. 210 

Swa   Br   k   

 Apt. 214 

 at Em rs     

Apt. 301 

J    Ri  i k   

Apt. 105 

Mil s  hit  

Apt. 117 

J   H tt 

Apt. 305 

 a l r   mbr s  

Apt. 207 

     a  arla    

 Rm. 1020 
 

 ia    B r s  

Rm 159  

B tt  Ja ks    

Rm 105  

E  i   Bl th    

Rm 125 
 

Fr   H ll w ll 
Arden Courts-ProMedica 
Memory Care 
13 00 Bon Secours Dr.  
Midlothian, VA 23114 
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