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High Street United Methodist Church 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 218, Franklin, VA  23851   Located at: 31164 Camp Parkway, Courtland, Va., 23837  
757-562-3367 ~  hsumc@beldar.com ~  www.highstreetumcva.com 
Newsletter Staff: M. Lewis, Administrative Assistant  Pastor: Rev. Hank Teague 

Spaghetti Meals for Franklin Foodbank Shoppers 
Please enjoy some photos of the recent Mission Team project, which was preparing and serving shoppers at the Franklin Foodbank. 
For more information about that event, see Mission Team News on page 4. 

Important Message from the Church Office at HSUMC 

Dear Church Family, 

 For the week of March 23rd to March 27th, our church office will be operating with modified hours. This change 

is because our administrative assistant will be out of the office for the week. During this time, the church office will be 

OPEN 8:30am – 12noon on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday. The office will be CLOSED all day on Tuesday and 

Friday. We appreciate your understanding and flexibility as we adjust to this temporary schedule. If you need assistance 

outside of these hours, please feel free to leave a voice message at 757.562.3367, or email hsumc@beldar.com, and we 

will respond as soon as possible. You may also contact Pastor Hank at hankteague@vaumc.org or Jennifer Stephenson at 

hsumcfinancialsecretary@gmail.com with any pressing needs. Thank you for your patience and support! 
 

mailto:hsumc@beldar.com
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40 Days: Lenten Worship Series 
   From February 29 through March 29, our Lenten series, 40 DAYS, invites you into five biblical  

                                       40-day seasons-  times when God exposes fear, tests faith, and forms trust. We’ll journey from 

Noah and the Flood to Saul’s fear of Goliath, to the spies in Canaan, to Moses on the mountain, and to Jesus in the 

wilderness. Each week offers a clear next step for living with courage and faith—whether you feel challenged, 

comforted, or both. Come experience this 40 DAYS worship series and let God prepare your heart to receive anew the 

transforming power of Jesus’ resurrection! 
 

    FROM THE PASTOR….  “At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness,  

          and he was in the wilderness forty days…” – Mark 1:12–13 
 

 March often finds us in the heart of Lent—a season of reflection, repentance, and renewal. In Scripture, the 

wilderness is often a place of testing. And a place of listening. The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness. Not to 

abandon Him—but to prepare Him. In that quiet, rugged place, stripped of distraction and applause, Jesus 

clarified His calling and strengthened His resolve. And you know, the wilderness still speaks to you and me 

today. It speaks when life slows unexpectedly. It speaks when plans change. It speaks when we feel stretched, 

uncertain, or spiritually dry. Lent invites us to step intentionally into a wilderness space, to reflectively test 

and reflect on our faithfulness to Jesus. And to listen more carefully to the voice of God. Biblically, the 

wilderness has always been formative. There, Israel learned to truly depend on God. There, Elijah heard God’s 

voice—not in wind, earthquake, or fire, but in a gentle whisper. The wilderness is not punishment from God; 

it is preparation for a closer walk with God. It is where God shapes courage, deepens trust, and clarifies 

mission. Yet listening requires intention. Noise must be reduced. Hurry must slow. Distraction must give way 

to focus. 

So, this March, I challenge you to choose one deliberate way to create space for God’s voice: 

• Set aside ten quiet minutes each morning. 

• Read one Gospel passage slowly each day. 

• Fast from one distraction that competes for your attention. 

• Replace complaint with prayer. 

Small disciplines, practiced consistently, reshape the heart. 

As we move toward Easter, may we discover that what feels like wilderness is often holy ground. God does 

not waste these seasons. He uses them to prepare us for what comes next. Remember- When you quiet your 

heart, you’ll often discover that God has been speaking all along.  

Grace’s Little Angels - March Newsletter 

I can’t believe March is just around the counter.  

Before we know it, Spring will be here. The Angels have been busy the last  

couple of months. They will be learning about Dr. Seuss/Read Across  

America, Space, St. Patrick’s Day, Helping others and Easter. They will  

learn about the letters Q, U and K and all kinds of things that start with the letters and the 

sounds they make. They will learn about the colors of the rainbow. The numbers 18-20. GLA 

had their Pizza fundraiser in January. Thank you to everyone who helped support this 

fundraiser. GLA will be closed April 3rd – April 10th for our Easter Break. GLA will be having 

their 3rd Annual Golf Tournament on September 11, 2026. Please look for more information 

that will be coming out.  
 

In God’s Love, Jill Thorpe, Site Manager 
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Greetings friends 😊  
 

United Women in Faith (United Methodist Women) are serving our church and community. 

We haven't met since November!  The December meeting was our Christmas Party at the Village and January's meetings 

got cancelled due to the wintery weather. The dates for the upcoming meetings are as follows: 

 ᴗ MORNING CIRCLE meets on Monday, March 2 at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  The speaker is our own Bill Billings. 

He has led a fascinating, adventure-filled life.  Come hear his story! 

 ᴗ EVENING CIRCLE met on Monday, February 23 at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Our speaker was Beth Clifton 

from Gentiva Hospice. She is the volunteer coordinator for Gentiva which serves Franklin and Southampton County.  She 

spoke about what hospice involves and shared how volunteers can help.  

 ᴗ EXECUTIVE BOARD met on Tuesday, February 24 at 10AM. 

High Street UMC hosts the Wednesday, March 4th Lenten service.  Our United Women in Faith will be providing 

lunch.  Come for the service at 12 PM and join us at 12:30 for a delicious meal! 

If you are new to High Street or just want to see what "United Women in Faith" is all about,  

please join us for a Morning or Evening Circle meeting. You are always welcome to attend. 
 

Be a Blessing,  
Kathy Worrell, United Women in Faith (UMW) 
President 

Please join us for the Widow's Might weekly meetings every  Wednesday 

(during Lent - Tuesday) --- for food, fun and fellowship. 

The gatherings for March through June are as follows: 
 

• Tuesday, March 3 - Joe's @ 12pm  

• Tuesday, March 10- Fred's @ 12pm 

• Tuesday, March 17 - El Rancheros @ 12 pm 

• Tuesday, March 24 - Wydia's @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, April 1 - Backporch Grill @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, April 8 -  Three Guys @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, April 15 -  Don Panchos @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, April 22 - Fred's @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, Aril 29 - Serve @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, May 6 - Pino's @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, May 13 - Wydias @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, May 20 -  The Vine @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, May 27 -  Joe's @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, June 3 - Backporch Grill @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, June 10 - El Rancheros @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, June 17 – Three Guys @ 12pm 

• Wednesday, June 24 - Fred's @ 12pm 

 

No meeting, no agenda....just good food and great conversation! 
 

Greetings from the Vitality team! 
 

    It's EASTER EGG HUNT time!   The Vitality Team will host the  

Annual Easter  Egg Hunt on PALM Sunday, March 29 here at High Street UMC.   

We hope you will invite lots of children to join us for the fun!  We will have fun crafts, the egg-stra special 

hunt and delicious refreshments. We ask the congregation for candy donations to fill the Easter eggs. We 

have tons of eggs...so it takes quite a bit to fill them!  Please place your candy in the boxes in the narthex or 

outside the church office. 

Thanks, and "hoppy" Easter! 

Kathy Worrell, Vitality chair 
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                           Franklin Cooperative Ministry Collection 
 

For the month of March, we are collecting bottles of liquid laundry detergent for the "cleaning 
bags" that are given out to those in need. We are setting a goal of 50 bottles. Please help us 
reach that goal. You may drop these off in the narthex or near the church office. Thanks for your 
help!  

 

High Street UMC Cares for Community 
 

February is a time when we think of sharing love and kindness with others. Because of the generosity of our High 
Street Church family, the Mission Team was able to undertake a large project for the Franklin Foodbank. Ted and 
Jane Fries worked with the Director of the Foodbank here in Franklin, Teri Zurfluh, to make the initial plans. A 
meal of baked spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and cookies was decided upon, and on Thursday, February 12th, 
approximately 30 volunteers came together to cook and assemble 400 meals. Most of the meals were given out 
to the shoppers as they made their way  through the Foodbank to shop. They were excited and very grateful to 
receive up to 4 meals per household. Many of them said that they came to get groceries but were also thrilled that 
they didn't have to cook that night! Many thanks to Jim Jervey, Ted Fries, and Terry Godwin who spent most of 
the day on Wednesday making the baked spaghetti! It was delicious! Also, we are very grateful to Doug Eitel for 
his generous donation of Subway cookies!! Thanks to our volunteers who put together salads, assembled the 
meals, and helped greet  and hand out meals to the shoppers. We were fortunate to have about 80 meals left that 
we were able to deliver to 45 or so shut-ins or church and community members  facing struggles at this time. 
Also, meals were delivered to Franklin Fire and Rescue, Franklin City Police Department, Hunterdale Fire, and 
staff at the Courtland Healthcare Center. Thanks to those in our church family who make monetary donations and 
support our fundraising efforts that make big events like this possible! It was a GREAT DAY that touched many 
hearts!! 
 

Thank you,  
Ruthie Ponder (757) 620-9142 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   Every 
Thursday 
    7am 
 

Fred’s 
Restaurant 

'B /"5*0/ p )46.$ 

4"563%":4mF".  

       The God Talk Bible Study 

              meets each Wednesday at 10:30am  

                    at the Daily Dose in  

                   Hometown Pharmacy. 

                                 Please join us! 
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Health Care & Assisted Living Facilities 
Please remember the members below who need special care at the following facilities, 

and keep them in your thoughts and prayers each week. 
Village at Woods Edge 

(Memory Care) 
1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23851 

757.562.3100 

Village at Woods Edge 
(Independent) 

1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23851 

757.562.3100 

Manor at Woods Edge 
(Assisted) 

1401 N. High Street 
Franklin, VA 23851 

757.562.3100 

East Pavilion 
(Nursing Home) 

100 Fairview Dr. 
Franklin, VA 23851  

757.562.3100 

In Healthcare 
(Not Local) 

 Bobby & Nancy Turner: 

Apt. 210 

Pat Emerson:  

Apt. 301 

Judy Riddick:  

Apt. 105 

Miles White 

Apt. 117 

Joe Hutt 

Apt. 305 

Gaylord Ambrose 

Apt. 207 

Geneva Garland: 

 Rm. 1020 
 

Dianne Burns: 

Rm 159  

Betty Jackson: 

Rm 105  

Eunice Blythe:  

Rm 125 
 

Fred Hollowell 
Arden Courts-ProMedica 
Memory Care 
13800 Bon Secours Dr.  
Midlothian, VA 23114 
 
Maxine Hollowell 
Barclay at Tuckahoe 
567 N. Parham Rd. 
Henrico, VA  23228 
 

FRANKLIN COOPERATIVE MINISTRY 

FCM is collecting items for their hygiene and/or household bags.  

Current needs are: 

-Liquid Laundry Detergent 

Donations can be dropped off in marked boxes/baskets in the 

narthex and in the church office. Thank you for your support! 

High Street United Methodist Church 

Memorials and Honorariums 
                      2/15/2026 

                      In Loving Memory of: 
 

 

Mrs. Jessie Leigh Storey White 

       by: Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wilson Drake, Jr. 
               Mr. Joseph W. Hutt, Jr. 

               Mrs. Judy S. Riddick 

   Mrs. Gaynelle E. Riddick 
 

Mrs. Swann Bradshaw Broocke 

 by: Dr. and Mrs. Mike Ponder 
 

Mrs. Ruth Porterfield DeHaven 

        by: Kent and Jennifer Stephenson 

              Dr. and Mrs. Mike Ponder 

              Mrs. Gaynelle E. Riddick 

              Mr. Don Spengeman 
 

Vacation Bible School 2025
MONDAY, July 1 - Thursday, July 16

Interested in volunteering  Contact: Rebecca Harper
 cell 757.61 .    

 email Rebecca.harper   gmail.com.

PIANO RECITAL 

                         Join us on Sunday, March 15th,           
                    in the Fellowship Hall  

                      (during Open Door Café) 
     and support young musicians, 
   courtesy of Ann Spanagel’s 

   talented students. 

High Street is collecting childrenôs clothing for
the school nurse at S.P. Morton, Beth Gillette.

Please help with this community mission project
by donating the following needed items:

ÅGirls & Boys pants, sizes: 4,5,6Tôs
ÅOlderchildren'spants, sizes: 4-6

Donations can be left inmarked
boxes/basketsfound in the narthex.
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1 Daniel Belcher 
1 Justin Hudson 
2 Lynn Powell 
2 Jack Godwin 
2 Morgan Wrenn 
3 Diana Shockley  
3 Scott Owens-Kerbaugh 
4 Lisa Bryant 
4 Angela Draughn 
4 Kandi Turner 
7 Ashten Lee 
8 Doug Jervey 
8 Alisa Porter 
9 Stephanie Duke 
9 Neva Hall 
10 Elizabeth Britt 
11 Nancy Turner 
11 Billy Smith, III 
11 Joe Jervey 
11 Justin Porter 
12 Phillip Atkinson 
13 Solomon Pontious 
13 Joanna Jervey 
15 Jewell Martin 
15 Gonzalo Guimoye 
16 Walker Gillette 
16 Griffin Powell 
17 Linda Mosley 
17 John Hinkle 
18 Beth Luck 
19 Linda Mahoney 
19 Ann Thomas 
21 Ben Powell 

22 William DeLuca 
24 David Saunders 
24 Jacob Brown 
24 Matthew Kerbaugh 
25 Stephanie Blythe 
26 Annabelle Turner 
27 Jim Strozier 
28 Katy Pontious 
29 Teresa Beale 
29 Andy Powell 
29 Zachary Gurganus 
29 Forest Jones 
30 Andrew Lowe 
31 Becky Gillette 
31 Travis Councill 
  
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Hunt starts at10AMïso donôt be late

Invite your friends, neighbors, & relatives.
Donôt forget to bring your Easter basket!

We will do a craft & play some games

The High Street UMC’s Chancel Choir during a recent worship service. 
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LAY SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2026 
 March 1 March   March 15 March 22 March 2  

Acolyte Tristan Gayle Zack Duke Julia Pollard Tristan Gayle USHERS 

Chancel Jennifer 
Stephenson 

Jennifer 
Stephenson 

Jennifer 
Stephenson 

Jennifer 
Stephenson 

Jennifer 
Stephenson 

Flowers Margaret Mackan Ray & Linda Maya 
Hutt family 
children 

Pat/Sybil 
Newman 

Palm 
Arrangement 

Open 
Door 
Cafe 

Oscar/Dinah Babb 
Jim/Jane Kay 
Louise Blythe 
Colette Hill 

   

 : 0 
Greeter/
Ushers 

Hope Hickam Tina Bradshaw 
Margaret/Harlan 

Lewis 
Todd Turner Jewell Martin 

 : 0 
Lay 
Readers 

Tina Bradshaw Susan Holloway Harlan Lewis Annie Gayle Cara Butler 

11:00 
Greeters 

John/Carolyn 
Bryant 

Terry/Billy 
Smith 

Sanford/Jeanette 
Belcher 

Margaret 
Mackan 

Rebecca 
Harper 

11:00 
Lay 
Readers 

 Marie Smith Mike Ponder Cara Butler Mike Pollard 

11:00 
Ushers 

Mike Wrenn 
Wayne Bailey 
Evan Ponder 

Mike Wrenn 
Wayne Bailey 
Evan Ponder 

Mike Wrenn 
Wayne Bailey 
Evan Ponder 

Mike Wrenn 
Wayne Bailey 
Evan Ponder 

Mike Wrenn 
Wayne Bailey 
Evan Ponder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Prayer Vigil ð Saturday April 4th, 2026 

Here it is again ð Easter season, the annual celebration of Jesusõs resurrection.  What would resurrection mean 

without the sacrificial death, willingly endured by our Savior Jesus Christ?  He sacrificed himself to fulfill Godõs 

plan to save His creation. As we move step by step along the path Jesus took, we have many opportunities to 

participate.  Beginning with the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday and then continuing with the weekly 

community lunchtime Lenten services, we prepare our hearts for Godõs gift.  How wonderful it is to get the 

chance to truly be the òholy catholic Churchó as many different denominations come together, universal in our 

worship of Jesus.  We celebrate Jesusõs entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, and then we share in the last 

supper on Maundy Thursday and we remember the crucifixion.  The last step before the glory of the 

resurrection is Holy Saturday, when we hold our prayer vigil on that dark day when Jesus is in the tomb. The 

Saturday before Easter is set aside as a day of prayer.  We join Jesus Himself in prayer.  We pray for the world, 

we pray for the church, we pray for our family and friends, and we pray for our enemies.  We pray for peace, 

we pray for justice, we pray for mercy, and we pray for grace.  We pray in gratitude for Godõs great plan of 

salvation for this world. The church will be open from 8:00 am until midnight as a place of prayer and 

meditation.  Inspirational materials will be available in the Birdsong Parlor to help guide you, and communion 

elements are available for you to remember Jesusõs sacrifice.  Because God is everywhere, because the Holy 

Spirit dwells in us, you can participate in the prayer vigil even if you are not able to come to the church building. 

There are two signup sheets in the Narthex.  For those who plan to come in person, sign up when you want to 

come to the building.  The doors will be locked for security, but we will make sure you can come inside.  At 

midnight, we end the vigil with the ringing of the church bell, announcing the glorious day of resurrection.  All 

are welcome to join in this celebration. The second signup sheet is for those who pledge to give Him your time 

and prayers wherever you are, at any time during this day.  Internet links to inspirational materials will be 

available, so please include your email address on the signup sheet. If you have any questions, please contact 

Susan Holloway at 757-377-8697 or Cara Butler at 757-510-2431, cara.n.butler@gmail.com.  Blessings to you 

this Easter season. 

mailto:cara.n.butler@gmail.com
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MARCH 2026 

Sunday Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1-Communion 
  8:30am: Contemporary Worship  
  9:30am: Open Door Café 
  9:45am: Sunday School  
11:00am: Traditional Worship 
  5:00pm: Youth Grp/Youth Rm  

2 
10am: UWF 
Morn 
Circle/F.Hall 
11am: Pastor 
PopIn  
6pm: GS Troop 
1707/Youth Rm  

3 
12pm: Widows 
Might/Joeôs 
7pm: Troop 17/ 
BS Shack 

4 
10:30am: The God 
Talk  
Bible Study @The 
Daily Dose 
@The Daily Dose 
12pm: Community 
Lenten/HSUMC 
7:00pm: Praise Team 

5 
7am: Menôs Prayer 
B-fast/Fredôs 
10am: GLA Chapel 
6pm: Soup 4 
Supper/F.Hall  
7pm: Chancel Choir   

6 
Office 
Closed at 
12pm 

7 
7:00am: 
F3-Nation  

8-Girl Scout Sunday 
  8:30am: Contemporary Worship  
  9:30am: Open Door Café 
  9:45am: Sunday School  
11:00am: Traditional Worship-
New member joins 
  5:00pm: Youth Grp/Youth Rm 

9 
11am: Pastor 
PopIn  
6pm: GS Troop 
1707/Youth Rm  
7pm: Church 
Council Mtg/DTR 

10 
8:30am Prayer 
Group/Library 
12pm: Widows 
Might/Fredôs 
6pm: Pack 17/ 
BS Shack 
7pm: Troop 17/ 
BS Shack 

11 
10:30am: The God 
Talk  
Bible Study @The 
Daily Dose 
@The Daily Dose 
12pm: Community 
Lenten/Franklin 
Baptist 
5:30pm: Mission 
Team Mtg/Library 
7:00pm: Praise Team 

12 
7am: Menôs Prayer 
B-fast/Fredôs 
10am: GLA Chapel 
6pm: Soup 4 
Supper/F.Hall  
7pm: Chancel Choir   

13 
Office 
Closed at 
12pm 

14 
7:00am: 
F3-Nation 
  

15-GLA Preschool Sunday 
  8:30am: Contemporary Worship  
  9:30am: Open Door Café 
  9:45am: Sunday School  
11:00am: Traditional Worship 
  5:00pm: Youth Grp/Youth Rm 
  5:00pm: BS Spaghetti Dinners 
               Pick-Up at HSUMC 

16-Easter Booklet 
forms deadline 
11am: Pastor 
PopIn  
6pm: GS Troop 
1707/Youth Rm 

17 St. Pats Day 
12pm: Widows 
Might/El 
Rancheros 
7pm: Book 
Club/Village 
7pm: Troop 17/ 
BS Shack 

18 
10:30am: The God 
Talk  
Bible Study @The 
Daily Dose 
@The Daily Dose 
12pm: Community 
Lenten/St. Jude 
7:00pm: Praise Team 

19 
7am: Menôs Prayer 
B-fast/Fredôs 
10am: GLA Chapel 
6pm: Soup 4 
Supper/F.Hall  
7pm: Chancel Choir   

20-Spring 
Begins 
Office 
Closed at 
12pm 

21 
7:00am: 
F3-Nation 
8am: 
UMM 
Bfast & 
Meeting/
F.Hall  

22 
  8:30am: Contemporary Worship  
  9:30am: Open Door Café 
  9:45am: Sunday School  
11:00am: Traditional Worship 
  5:00pm: Youth Grp/Youth Rm 

23- 
Office Closed 
at 12-noon 
11am: Pastor 
PopIn  
5:30pm: UWF 
Eve Circle/F.Hall  
6pm: GS Troop 
1707/Youth Rm 

24 
Office Closed 
10am: UWF 
Executive 
Board/Library 
12pm: Widows 
Might/Wydiaôs 
6pm: Pack 17/ 
BS Shack 
7pm: Troop 17/ 
BS Shack  

25 
Office Closed at 
12-noon 
10:30am: The God 
Talk  
Bible Study @The 
Daily Dose 
@The Daily Dose 
12pm: Community 
Lenten/Emm. 
Episcopal 
7:00pm: Praise Team  

26 
Office Closed at 
12-noon 
7am: Menôs Prayer 
B-fast/Fredôs 
10am: GLA Chapel 
6pm: Soup 4 
Supper/F.Hall  
7pm: Chancel Choir   

27 
Office 
Closed  

28 
7:00am: 
F3-Nation 
  

29 
  8:30am: Contemporary Worship  
  9:30am: Open Door Café 
10:00am: Easter Egg Hunt 
11:00am: Traditional Worship 
  5:00pm: Youth Grp/Youth Rm 

30 
11am: Pastor 
PopIn  
6pm: GS Troop 
1707/Youth Rm 

31 
7pm: Troop 17/ 
BS Shack 
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Our Mission at High Street United Methodist Church 


